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Introduction 


Before 1770 the geography of the Pacific Northwest coast was virtually 
unknown. It was not until the Russians ventured eastward across 
Bering Strait and the Spanish extended their operations northward 
from their western Pacific outposts that serious exploration in the area 
of present day Oregon and British Columbia began. Britain’s interest 
intensified when Captain James Cook, on his third Pacific voyage in 
1778, deducted that there was no clear and navigable Northwest 
Passage to the Atlantic Ocean through this territory. While exploring 
the coastline, Cook encountered friendly Indians and bartered with 
them for sea otter furs. Upon return to China, these furs brought high 
prices and even stronger demand for additional furs. In the following 
years this demand grew and resulted in expanded exploration of the 
territory by Britain, the United States, Russia and Spain. However, 
through exploration, mainly by Captain George Vancouver and through 
agreements with Spain in 1795, Britain was to become the dominant 
force in the area. 


In the following years exploration of the interior of the Pacific 
Northwest was largely due to men such as Alexander Mackenzie, Simon 
Fraser and David Thompson who were seeking accessible transporta- 
tion routes overland from the eastern colonies. The North West Com- 
pany became the primary fur trading organization west of the Rockies 
and they developed the Columbia River route as the most promising 
link to the interior at the Fraser River proved too difficult for naviga- 
tion. The Company had succeeded in overtaking the Americans at the 
vital entrance to the Columbia River but by the Treaty of Ghent in 
1818, Fort Astor was returned to the United States. However both 
British and American fur traders were given access to all of this region, 
which later became the Oregon Territory. By 1821 the North West 
Company, beset by financial hardships and threatened by stiff com- 
petition and American immigration, amalgamated with the Hudson’s Bay 
Company giving the latter body a complete monopoly of British trading 
privileges in the west. 


After 1821 the Hudson's Bay Company Pacific headquarters was 
located at Fort George, later named Fort Vancouver, at the mouth of the 
Columbia River. The western department consisted of the New Caledo- 
nia and Columbia districts and was headed by George Simpson, 
Governor of Rupert's Land. The inaccessibility of Fort Vancouver by 
sea and the rising American immigration in the Columbia district 
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eventually forced the Hudson’s Bay Company to make alternate ar- 
rangements for their Pacific terminus and by 1849 Fort Victoria on 
Vancouver Island became the Company's headquarters. The Oregon 
Treaty of 1846 surrendered much of the Columbia district to the 
United States and Britain, threatened by further American immigration 
northward, established the Colony of Vancouver Island in 1849. 


The Hudson's Bay Company became responsible for the settlement 
of Vancouver Island as a result of the Royal Grant of 1849. But much 
more significant in terms of inducing settlement was the discovery of 
gold in the interior of New Caledonia in 1858. This led in an influx of 
many foreigners to Vancouver Island and the mainland, resulting in the 
setting up of a second colony, the crown colony of mainland British 
Columbia in 1858. By this time the Family-Company-Compact was 
emerging as a significant political and social force in the colonies. As 
gold discoveries spread from the lower Fraser River to the Cariboo, 
the economy of the two colonies remained strong but when revenue 
from gold fell off, the colonies slumped into economic depression. 
In 1866 the two colonies united in an attempt to alleviate the burden 
of this depression. 


The united colony of British Columbia did not adequately solve the 
problems which had forced the union. As a result of the large scale 
immigration and the economic situation in British Columbia, there 
developed three distinctive attitudes as to the future course of the 
colony. Firstly, the Governor, Frederick Seymour, and the majority of 
his colonial officials favored the “status quo’”’ and were not convinced 
of the need for union with Canada or annexation to the United States. 
Secondly, the large Canadian element in the colony exerted strong 
political pressure for Confederation and attacked the large civil list 
in the colony. The third force was that of annexation to the United 
States. It was fostered in the economic discontent of the foreign 
element of Victoria but failed to extend its support to other areas of the 
colony of British Columbia and was unable to exert significant political 
pressure. 


These three forces were not alone in determining the fate of the 
colony. The lack of official reaction in the United States to the annexa- 
tionists, the desire of Canada to expand to the Pacific, and, foremost, 
the pressure brought to bear in the colony by Britain fashioned its 
course of history. Upon agreeing on the terms of union with Canada, 
British Columbia became the sixth province of Canada on 20 July 1871. 


Society in British Columbia in this era was strongly influenced by 
the British element in the colony but it was, nonetheless, as diverse as 
the many foreign elements who had immigrated to the Pacific North- 
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west. Its economy was dependent upon the gold industry but the great 
potential of the lumbering, farming and fishing industries had by no 
means been reached and, hopefully, through Confederation and the 
railway, the Province of British Columbia would be able to wipe out 
the economic ills of the colonial period. 


This exhibition is devoted to the Confederation Era in British 
Columbia. The first division, The Colony Takes Form, deals with the 
Colony and Vancouver Island; the Colony of British Columbia and the 
Family-Company-Compact while tracing the emergence of the single 
colony of British Columbia by 1866. The second division, Political 
Forces at Play, deals with Union under Governor Frederick Seymour; 
Canadian Influence in the Fight for Confederation and the Annexation 
Movement. The People and the Environment sketches life on Vancouver 
Island and the Lower Mainland; the Gold Road as well as Christian 
Teaching and the Indians. The final division, Confederation deals with 
Crown Colony, State of the Union, Province of Canada: The Decision; 
Confederation Accepted and The Province of British Columbia. 


The Colony of Vancouver Island 


By the Oregon Treaty of 1846 the international boundary line west of 
the Rocky Mountains was set along the 49th parallel and Britain was 
given possession of the whole of Vancouver Island. Yet the advocates 
of the American ‘‘Manifest Destiny” continued to look northward. The 
California gold rush and the quest for land in Oregon increasingly 
alarmed Britain and in particular the Hudson’s Bay Company who 
feared American encroachment on their territory. The result was the 
formation of the colony of Vancouver Island in 1849 whereby British 
government was established on the Pacific Coast. The Hudson's Bay 
Company was given exclusive authority in the new colony on the 
condition that they would promote English settlement on the island. 


It was shortly after his arrival as the first governor of Vancouver 
Island that Richard Blanshard became aware that his authority was 
subordinate to that of the Hudson’s Bay Company — in effect, Chief 
Factor James Douglas. As an employee of the Company for over thirty 
years and one who could count among his achievements the construc- 
tion of Fort Victoria in 1843, Douglas had gradually risen to a position 
of authority in the Hudson’s Bay Company. By November 1850 
Blanshard, surrounded by Hudson’s Bay Company men on all sides, 
without authority and without salary, requested to be recalled. When 
the British Government complied with his request their choice as the 
new Governor of Vancouver Island was Chief Factor James Douglas. 


After Douglas’s appointment in 1851 settlement in the colony 
increased. Fishing, lumbering and agriculture increasingly became the 
preoccupation for many new settlers. Coal mining began at Nanaimo 
and in 1855 the first permanent naval huts were being constructed in 
Esquimalt to accommodate the Royal Navy. Despite Indian distur- 
bances at some outposts the Hudson’s Bay Company had established 
a healthy rapport with the 30,000 Indians on the Island. But Douglas’s 
command was not without critics. Newcomers were critical of the high 
land prices charged by the Company, the high cost of living, the lack 
of suitable accommodation and of Douglas’s close connections with 
the business enterprises of the Company such as the Puget’s Sound 
Agricultural Company. 


The discovery of gold in the Thompson and Fraser River areas in 
1858 led to an influx of miners via California to the island. Suddenly 
Victoria became the supply centre for hundreds of speculators en route 
to the hinterland. Increased investments rapidly turned Victoria into 
a prosperous commercial centre. In 1860 it became a free port thus 
making it the major port-of-call in the region. In 1862 Victoria was 
incorporated as a city. 
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In 1864 Douglas stepped down as Governor of Vancouver Island 
in the wake of attacks by such men as the flamboyant newspaperman, 
Amor de Cosmos and as a growing conflict between himself and the 
Colonial Office continued. At the same time Douglas, now advanced 
in years, had personally desired to retire. His replacement was Arthur 
Edward Kennedy. Kennedy’s term of office was marked by the economic 
depression that swept the colony and it eventually forced the colony 
of Vancouver Island to amalgamate with the crown colony of British 
Columbia in 1866. In that year the unpopular Kennedy was recalled 
to Britain. 


1. Richard Blanshard, Governor of Vancouver Island, 1849-1851. From a 
photograph. PABC 


2. Commission appointing Richard Blanshard Governor of Vancouver 
Island, 16 July 1849. PABC 

3. One of the bastions of Old Fort Victoria built by James Douglas. Re- 
produced from the Beaver, Winnipeg, September 1934, page 48. 

4. Commission appointing James Douglas Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief of Vancouver Island, 11 May 1851. PABC 

5. H.B.C. BEAVER, in Victoria Harbour, the first steamer on the Pacific. 
From Canadian Views, Volume II page 127. 

6. Commission appointing James Douglas Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Queen Charlotte Islands, 29 July 1852. The British Government extended 
Douglas’s jurisdiction to the Queen Charlotte Islands because of the 
fear of an influx of Americans to the islands in quest of gold. PABC 

7. View of Victoria, Vancouver Island. A lithograph drawn by H. O. 
Tiedemann, 1860. PABC 


8. Map of the City of Victoria, Vancouver Island showing city boundaries, 
and published by Alfred Waddington, January 1863. PABC 


9. Menu of the banquet tendered to Sir James Douglas by the inhabitants 
of Vancouver Island on his retirement as Governor of the colony, 
1864. PABC 


10. Arthur Edward Kennedy, Governor of Vancouver Island, 1864-1866. 
From a photograph. PABC 


11. Victoria from the Church Hill in the 1860's. From a photograph. PAC 


The Mainland Colony of British Columbia 


Prior to the gold rush of 1858, the territory between the Rocky Moun- 
tains and the Pacific Ocean knew only Indians, Hudson’s Bay Company 
fur traders and a scattering of gold speculators. This vast expanse was 
under the jurisdiction of the Hudson’s Bay Company which was 
reluctant to promote settlement for fear of damaging the already 
failing fur stock. With the news of the gold strike in the Fraser and 
Thompson River districts, thousands of men departed for the interior. 
Governor Douglas of Vancouver Island had warned the Colonial Office 
of the need to exert control over the area, but direction from Britain 
was slow forthcoming. Douglas decided to act even though his jurisdic- 
tion was restricted to Vancouver Island. By a series of acts he ruled 
that all gold fields were the property of the Crown and that all miners 
must purchase licences in Victoria before prospecting on the mainland. 
By this action Douglas accomplished a number of important objectives 
—he was able to exert British rule in the territory, he increased the 
commercial importance of Victoria and ensured the use of the Fraser 
River as the gateway to the mines by demanding that miners obtain 
licences in Victoria. 


Just as the threat of foreign encroachment had resulted in the 
founding of the Colony of Vancouver Island in 1849, so too foreign 
immigration resulted in Britain establishing the mainland colony of 
British Columbia in 1858. The boundaries of the new crown colony 
stretched from the 49th parallel to the Nass River and Finlay extension 
of the Peace River to the north and east to the summit of the Rocky 
Mountains. The new colony also included the Queen Charlotte Islands. 
In 1863 the northern boundary was extended to the 60th parallel. The 
territory had been known as New Caledonia but at the personal request 
of Queen Victoria the name was changed to British Columbia. Douglas 
became Governor of the Colony of British Columbia and with the new 
act, the exclusive trade privileges enjoyed by the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany on the mainland terminated. The site of the capital of the new 
colony was Queensborough at the mouth of the Fraser River, but again 
at the personal request of Queen Victoria, the name was changed to 
New Westminster. Col. R. C. Moody of the Royal Engineers was repons- 
ible for the clearing of the site for the new town which soon became a 
rival of the town of Victoria. This rivalry was strengthened by the 
emulation that developed between Douglas and Moody and it was with 
some relief to Douglas that Moody returned to England in 1863 when 
the Royal Engineers were recalled. 


With the influx of many foreigners into British Columbia the 
necessity of providing effective law enforcement became a major task. 
Douglas was very ably assisted by Matthew Baillie Begbie, a native of 
England, who in 1858 was named Judge of British Columbia. Begbie’s 
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reputation as a fearless defender of law and order spread rapidly and 
along with the competent gold commissioners in the field as well as 
Chief of Police Chartres Brew and his handful of constables, a high 
degree of law and order was maintained in the colony of British 
Columbia. Another major problem was transportation to the gold 
fields. Douglas partially solved this problem by beginning a road 
building programme in the colony. He was responsible for having 
constructed roads to Douglas, Yale, Lytton as well as beginning the 
expensive and exhausting Cariboo Road. 


Frederick Seymour was appointed Governor of British Columbia 
in 1864 upon Douglas’s retirement. Declining revenues became a 
problem for both Pacific colonies by 1866 although the situation was 
more extreme on Vancouver Island. This resulted in Vancouver Island 
requesting legislative union with the colony of British Columbia and 
in late 1866 the united colony of British Columbia became a reality. 


12. Correspondence relating to the naming of the crown colony of British 
Columbia by Queen Victoria, July 1858. From photostatic copies of 
papers relating to Queen Victoria. PAC 


13. Commission appointing James Douglas Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief of British Columbia, 2 September 1858. PABC 


14. Fort Langley, 1858. From a tinted engraving. PAC 


15. Matthew Baillie Begbie, Judge of British Columbia, 1858-1866. Begbie 
became Chief Justice of the mainland of British Columbia in 1869 and 
of the entire colony of British Columbia in 1870. 
From a photograph. PABC 


16. Commission of Matthew Baillie Begbie to be Judge of British Columbia, 
2 September 1858. PABC 


17. General Description of British Columbia and Vancouver Island, 22 
February 1859. In a letter from James Bell to John Thomson. PABC 


18. Col. Richard C. Moody. Moody was Commander of the Royal Engineers 
while they were stationed in British Columbia, 1858-1863. Also he was 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works and Lieutenant-Governor of 
British Columbia under Governor Douglas. From a photograph. PABC 


19. Map of British Columbia by R. C. Mayne, Royal Engineer, 1859. PAC 


20. W. G. B. Willis, Burrard Inlet. Sketch in Burrard’s Inlet B®C*. Signed 
and dated in pencil, lower left, W. Willis 61. Pencil and water-colour. 
95/3 x 93/4in. PAC 


21. New Westminster, 1862. A lithograph drawn by J. Launders, Royal Engi- 
neer. PABC 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 
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St. Mary’s Anglican Church, Sapperton. The church was designed and 
built by the Royal Engineers who were based at Sapperton while in 
British Columbia. From a photograph. PABC 


Charter of the Incorporation of the Bank of British Columbia and Deed 
of Settlement, 1862. PABC 


Instructions issued to Frederick Seymour as Governor of British Colum- 
bia, 17 January 1864. PABC 


Government Offices, New Westminster, 1864, capital of the colony of 
British Columbia. From a photograph. PAC 


Rifle Match at New Westminster 1865, with Governor Seymour on the 
horse among the participants. From a photograph. PABC 


List of furs furnished to Hudson’s Bay Company Steamer OTTER at 
Fort Rupert and Fort Simpson, 1866. PABC 


Instructions issued to Governor Frederick Seymour uniting the colonies 
of Vancouver Island and British Columbia, 22 October 1866. PABC 


Proclamation of Union read by Joshua Attwood Reynolds Homer, High 
Sheriff of the colony of British Columbia, 19 November 1866. PABC 


30. Sir James Douglas. Governor of Vancouver Island, 1851-1864. Governor of 
British Columbia, 1858-1864. 
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The Family-Company-Compact 


The close association of Governor James Douglas and his family with 
the Hudson's Bay Company gave rise to much opposition on Vancouver 
Island. This opposition was rooted in the reform-minded in the colony, 
particularly immigrants from Canada who opposed the strong political 
influence of this so-called ‘‘Family-Company-Compact”. The core of 
the Family-Company-Compact was the Douglas family-James Douglas, 
his half-breed wife Amelia, four of their daughters and Douglas's 
brother-in-law David Cameron. Its strong influence resulted from ap- 
pointments made by Douglas, by the prominent position of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company on the Pacific and through the positions held by 
those men who sought Douglas’s daughters in marriage. 


The influence of the compact was not limited to the political sphere 
for it became the centre of social functions in the colonies. Despite 
his many years as a fur trader with the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
Douglas possessed the charm and sophistication expectant of the 
governor. Walter N. Sage has remarked that it was Douglas who, in 
fact, “bridged the gap between savagery and civilization” in the 
colonies. The governor’s many social functions were the most popular 
events of the period and Family-Company-Compact attracted the many 
social conscious colonial officials who had come to the colonies from 
England. While the political influence of the compact declined after 
1864 its influence on colonial society continued to be significant 
until Confederation. 


30. Sir James Douglas. Governor of Vancouver Island, 1851-1864. Governor 
of British Columbia, 1858-1864. From a photograph. PAC 


31. Lady Douglas, daughter of Chief Factor William Connolly, Hudson's Bay 
Company. From a photograph. PABC 


32. Mrs. Cecelia Helmcken, daughter of Sir James Douglas. From a photo- 
graph. PABC 


33. Dr. John Sebastian Helmcken. He was appointed surgeon of the Hud- 
son's Bay Company in 1849 and later served on the first legislative 
assembly of Vancouver Island as well as being a member of the British 
Columbia Legislative Council, 1866-1871 and the Executive Council, 
1869-1871. From a photograph. PABC 


34. Mrs. Jane Dallas, daughter of Sir James Douglas. From a photograph. 
PABC 


35. Alexander Grant Dallas, agent for the Hudson's Bay Company and 
Governor of Rupert's Land, 1862-1864. From a photograph. PABC 


36. Mrs. Agnes Bushby, daughter of Sir James Douglas. From a photograph. 
PABC 
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37. 


38. 


39. 


40. 


Arthur T. Bushby who served as clerk and registrar to Judge Matthew 
Begbie. From a photograph. PABC 


Mrs. Alice Good, daughter of Sir James Douglas. 
From a photograph. PABC 


Charles Good who served as private secretary to Governor Douglas. 
From a photograph. PABC 


David Cameron. Cameron was married to Governor Douglas’s sister. He 
was appointed Chief Justice of Vancouver Island by Douglas in 1856. 
From a photograph. PABC 
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33. Dr. John Sebastian Helmcken. Surgeon of the Hudson’s Bay Company; 
member of the first Vancouver Island Legislative Assembly in 1856 and a 
member of the Legislative Council and Executive Council of British Columbia. 
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Union under Governor Seymour 


The union of the colonies of Vancouver Island and British Columbia 
proved to be an unpopular decision. The economic depression that had 
forced the union continued after 1866. The constant rivalry of New 
Westminster and Victoria continued to grow, particularly with the shift 
of the capital to Victoria from New Westminster in 1868. Governor 
Seymour’s inability to cut the civil list by a reasonable degree did not 
help the financially troubled colony. Seymour, himself, became in- 
creasingly unpopular. He proved to be inconsistent, indecisive and a 
poor administrator. He continually balked the efforts of those advocat- 
ing union with Canada, yet he was ever ready to bring to the attention 
of the Colonial Office any crack in the support of the colony for 
Confederation. When the question of the transfer of Rupert’s Land to 
Canada became one of the main stumbling blocks in the way of Con- 
federation, he refused to use his influence to solve the problem. By 
these actions he alienated the many supporters of Confederation. 


Seymour was not alone in opposition to Confederation. Many 
colonial officials opposed it for several reasons. They felt that the 
population of the colony was not large enough to warrant responsible 
and representative government that would undoubtedly come with 
Confederation; they were suspect of the motives of those Canadians 
advocating union, and by Confederation these officials felt that they 
would lose the positions of influence in the colony. The high cost of 
living in the colony and the removal of the capital to Victoria had 
placed a financial strain on these officials. Since the colonial officials 
constituted a majority in the Legislative Council, they would have to be 
assured of future financial security before they would consider sup- 
porting Confederation. 


It was in settling Indian uprisings that Seymour claimed most 
success while governor. By personal intervention he was able to quiet 
the Chilcotins in 1864, he intervened in the Grouse Creek War between 
Indians and miners in 1867 and he settled inter-tribal conflicts in the 
Nass River in 1869. It was while on this last mission that the physically 
weak Seymour died aboard the H.M.S. Sparrowhawk on 10 June 1869. 


41, Frederick Seymour, Governor of the mainland Colony of British Colum- 
bia, 1864-1866. Governor of the united Colony of British Columbia, 
1866-1869. From a photograph. PABC 


42. Governor Seymour to the Earl of Carnarvon, 17 January 1867, com- 
menting on the legislative union and the composition of the Legislative 
Council. From copies of Colonial Office Papers. PAC 


43. Henry P. P. Crease, Attorney-General of British Columbia, 1861-1870. 
From a photograph. PABC 
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44. Governor Seymour to the Earl of Carnarvon, 26 June 1867, regarding the 
state of affairs in the colony. 
From copies of Colonial Office Papers. PAC 


45. Governor Seymour to the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, 24 Sep- 
tember 1867. Seymour expresses his opinion on the resolution passed 
by the Legislative Council, 11 March 1867, in favour of union with 
Canada. From copies of Colonial Office Papers. PAC 


46. Colonial Officials in the Cariboo at the time of the Grouse Creek War, 
1867. From a photograph. PABC 


47. Memorial of the New Westminster Municipal Council to Queen Victoria 
requesting. compensation for the removal of the capital to Victoria, 23 
November 1868. From copies of Colonial Office Papers. PAC 


48. Government Buildings, Victoria, commonly known as the ‘“Birdcages”’. 
From a photograph. PABC 


49. Government House, Victoria. From a photograph in the Musgrave Col- 
lection. PAC 


50. Death certificate of Governor Seymour while aboard the H.M.S. Spar- 
rowhawk, June 1869. PABC 


51. Richard C. Moody to the Earl of Granville, 17 June 1869, applying for 
the position of Governor of British Columbia. From copies of Colonial 
Office Papers. PAC 


52. Gilbert M. Sproat to the Earl of Granville, 18 June 1869, seeking the 
position of Governor of British Columbia. From copies of Colonial 
Office Papers. PAC 


48. Government Buildings, Victoria, commonly known as the “Birdcages” 
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Canadian Influence in the Fight for Confederation 


The fight for political reform and Confederation with Canada in British 
Columbia centered around a group of Canadians who had arrived in 
the colonies of Vancouver Island and British Columbia following the 
discovery of gold in 1858. Schooled in the principles of representative 
and responsible government and opposed to the autocratic tendencies 
of Governor Douglas, they set out to reconstruct the system of govern- 
ment. Men like Amor de Cosmos, a disciple of Joseph Howe; John 
Robson, an admirer of George Brown, and Dr. Israel W. Powell became 
the spokesmen for responsible government and Confederation in British 
Columbia. Other Canadians like Francis J. Barnard and Dr. R. W. W. 
Carrall were full supporters of union with Canada but not so convinced 
of the necessity of responsible government. One of their strongest 
weapons was the newspaper. De Cosmos, Robson, David Higgins, 
Henry Seelye and, prior to 1866, Leonard McClure wielded strong 
influence through their newspapers. 


The cry in British Columbia for Confederation received a boost 
with the union of the four eastern colonies on 1 July 1867. The leaders 
of the movement in British Columbia were aided by close association 
with prominent political figures in Canada such as Sir John A. 
Macdonald and Leonard Tilley. News from Canada continually found 
its way into the British Columbia newspapers and the desire expressed 
by Canada to extend its boundaries to the Pacific further acted as a 
catalyst to the Confederation movement in British Columbia. The 
inability of those favoring Confederation to advance their cause satis- 
factorily against Seymour and the British Columbia colonial officials 
resulted in the formation of the Confederation League in May of 1868. 
It spread throughout the colony and in September 1868 delegates met 
at Yale to discuss, among other things, union with Canada. The Yale 
Convention has been termed the unofficial ‘(Quebec Conference” of 
British Columbia and perhaps its biggest achievement was that it 
conserted the drive for Confederation in the colony. 


53. British North America Act, 1867. Section 146 provided for the possibility 
of the entry of British Columbia into Confederation. From the original 
in the British House of Lords. PAC 


54. Amor de Cosmos. A native of Nova Scotia, de Cosmos was one of the 
most vocal supporters of responsible government and union with 
Canada. From a photograph. PABC 

55. George A. Walkem. He was educated in law but for a time was refused 
admittance to the Bar in British Columbia due to his Canadian training. 
From a photograph. PABC 

56. George A. Walkem to George Brown, 30 May 1867, regarding Confe- 
deration, United States ‘Manifest Destiny” and the civil list. From the 
George Brown Papers. PAC 
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58. 


59. 


60. 


61. 


62. 


63. 


64. 


65. 


66. 
67. 


68. 


69. 


70. 
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John Robson. A native of Perth, Ontario, Robson was editor of the 
Victoria Colonist, 1869-1875 and an ardent supporter of Confederation. 
From a photograph. PABC 


Francis J. Barnard. A native of Quebec City, he founded Barnard’s 
Express which provided mail, freight and passenger service from Vic- 
toria to the Cariboo. He was a member of the Legislative Council for 
Yale, 1866-1870. From a photograph. PABC 


Francis J. Barnard to Mr. Crawford, 1 December 1867, regarding Con- 
federation and also the economic state of the Colony. PABC 


Dr. R. W. W. Carrall, a native of Ontario and a member of the Legis- 
lative Council for Cariboo. From a photograph by W.J. Topley. PAC 


Sir John A. Macdonald. Prime Minister of Canada. 
From a photograph. PAC 


Dr. R. W. W. Carrall to Sir John A. Macdonald, 21 February 1868, 
stating the unanimous voice of British Columbia for Confederation. 
From the Sir John A. Macdonald Papers. PAC 


David Higgins. Higgins was born in Nova Scotia and was owner and 
editor of the Victoria Colonist from 1862 to 1886 and a strong supporter 
of Confederation. From a photograph. PABC 


Resolution passed by the Legislative Council of British Columbia in 
favor of Confederation provided suitable terms may be arranged, 
30 April 1868. From copies of Colonial Office Papers. PAC 


Dr. Israel Wood Powell, native of Canada and a personal friend of 
Sir John A. Macdonald. Powell was a strong exponent of Confederation. 
From a photograph. PABC 


Organization of the Confederation League, 21 May 1868. Yale University. 


Yale Convention. Minutes of the preliminary meeting of the delegates 
elected by the various districts of British Columbia convened at Yale, 
14 September 1868. PABC 


Governor Seymour to Earl of Granville, 30 November 1868, regarding 
Seymour’s reaction to the Yale Convention. From copies of Colonial 
Office Papers. PAC 


Henry E. Seelye to S.L. Tilley, 2 May 1869 regarding the deplorable 
political situation in British Columbia. Copy enclosed in correspondence 
of Sir John Young to the Ear! of Granville, Colonial Office Papers. PAC 


Sir John A. Macdonald to Anthony Musgrave, Governor of Newfound- 
land, 25 May 1869. Macdonald states the threat of annexation and 
poor political climate in British Columbia. 

From the Macdonald Papers. PAC 


Sir John A. Macdonald to Sir John Young, Governor-General of Canada, 
25 May 1869. Macdonald wishes that Governor Seymour be replaced 
by Anthony Musgrave in order to assure Confederation in British 
Columbia. From the Macdonald Papers. PAC 


The Annexation Movement 


The annexation of British Columbia to the United States was never 
considered a serious threat. The annexation movement which did arise 
was rooted in the economic discontent of the many American mer- 
chants in Victoria who had come to Vancouver Island as a result of 
the gold rush of 1858. At the time of the union of the two Pacific 
colonies in 1866, these merchants were suffering from the economic 
depression which had forced the union, were hard hit by high taxation 
and the commercial decline that resulted when Victoria lost its free port 
status. American influence on Vancouver Island was considerable: 
steamships made the trip from San Francisco in two days; American 
stamps and currency were widely used in the colony; the 4th of July 
celebrations equalled those for the Queen’s birthday; theatre and other 
entertainment were imported from the United States and in some or- 
ganizations, such as the Masonic Order, there existed a close relation- 
ship between the British Columbia and American counterparts. 


While the movement was able to win the support of Leonard 
McClure in 1866, his pro-annexation paper failed after several months 
of operation. Joseph D. Pemberton, the British-born Surveyor-General, 
became a supporter of annexation by 1870 and his views were those 
expressed by the “Little Englanders” in Britain who felt that the British 
colonies were only a financial burden on the Mother Country. Pember- 
ton felt assimilation with the United States was in the best interests 
of the colony. The movement's failure to gain support on mainland 
British Columbia was one reason for its downfall. Another reason was 
the little official support given by the United States to annexation. Thus 
the various petitions for annexation from 1866 to 1870, which received 
little support in Victoria, were not seriously considered in Washington. 
The advocates of the American “Manifest Destiny” sought British 
Columbia in return for the American ‘‘Alabama Claims”’ arising out of 
the American Civil War. They stepped up their efforts to have the 
American coastline spread unbroken from Mexico to the Bering Strait 
after the United States purchased Alaska from Russia in 1867 but were 
unable to stir up effective political pressure. The movement failed, too, 
because the United States and Britain were able to settle several areas 
of dispute and thus eliminated any possibility of war. W. G. Shelton 
has said that the movement was doomed because it failed to transcend 
“the invisible freight of political values’ which the word “British”’ 
stood for in the colony and to which both British and Canadian-born 
adhered. The annexation movement did, however, help to speed up 
Confederation as political leaders in British Columbia and Canada 
used the issue to quicken the Colonial Office into clearing away the 
obtacles blocking the union of British Columbia with Canada. 
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Leonard McClure, an editor of the pro-Cgnfederation paper Victoria 
Colonist who became an ardent annexationist in 1866. He edited the 
short-lived pro-annexationist paper Evening Telegraph. From a photo- 
graph. PABC 


Allan Francis, United States Consul in Victoria, to Hon. W. H. Seward, 
Secretary of State in Washington, 15 September 1866. Francis states 
that due to the poor economic conditions in the colonies of Vancouver 
Island and British Columbia annexation could be achieved with some 
assistance from the United States. From copies of the despatches from 
the United States Consuls in Victoria. PAC 


H. F. Heisterman. A native of Germany he lived in London for a period, 
becoming naturalized in England before coming to Victoria in 1862. 
He was an active member of the Provincial Grand Lodge of British 
Columbia. From a photograph. PABC 


Residents of British Columbia to His Excellency the President of the 
United States of America. Petition for Annexation to the United States, 
November 1869. From the National Archives of the United States. 


Governor Musgrave to Edward Thornton in Washington, 23 February 
1870, placing no significance on the Annexation Petition. Copy enclosed 
in Colonial Office Papers. PAC 


Joseph D. Pemberton. A native of England, Pemberton was Surveyor- 
General of British Columbia. From a photograph. PABC 


Three letters by Joseph D. Pemberton addressed to the Victoria Colonist, 
January-February 1870, advocating the annexation of British Columbia 
by the United States. From the Victoria Colonist. National Library. 


H.F. Heisterman to W.M. Oliver of San Francisco, 17 August 1870, 
regarding the additional petitioners to the Annexation Petition of 1869. 
From the National Archives of the United States. 


T.C. Phelps of San Francisco to U.S. Grant, Prensident of the United 
States, 1 September 1870, enclosing the additional signatures to the 
Annexation Petition of 1869. From the National Archives of the United 
States. 


Editorial stating the futility of annexation in British Columbia, 20 April 
1871. From the Victoria Colonist. National Library. 


Resolution passed by the Legislative Council of British Columbia, 
14 February 1871, requesting that the San Juan boundary question 
be resolved at the forthcoming Britain-United States talks. From copies 
of Colonial Office Papers. PAC 


The British Camp, San Juan Islands, Haro Archipelago. The Haro 
Archipelago was an area of dispute between the United States and 
Britain. The Emperor of Germany settled the dispute in 1873 by 
awarding the archipelago to the United States. From a photograph. 
PABC 


Life on Vancouver Island and the Lower Mainland 


The social life of the lower mainland and Vancouver Island was greatly 
influenced by the prominent English atmosphere which prevailed in 
those areas. Social functions usually centred around the governor and 
the colonial officials who patronized and participated in theatrical and 
musical productions as well as in the readings and debates of the various 
literary institutes. They aided the establishment of library and reading 
room facilities by private donations and by appropriating public funds 
for their support. The Royal Engineers of New Westminster and the 
Royal Navy stationed at Esquimalt were valuable contributors to the 
social life of the Pacific Coast and the recall of the Royal Engineers in 
1863 particularly hampered amateur theatre performances in New 
Westminster. Unlike the commercial and political rivalry which existed 
between Victoria and New Westminster, there developed a close rela- 
tionship between the social activitis of the two centres and often there 
was an exchange of entertainment. Cricket, racing, bowling, roller skat- 
ing and other sporting functions were an integral part of colonial life 
and Beacon Hill in Victoria was the scene of many sports activities. 
The theatres were well attended particularly when the miners returned 
to winter in Victoria. Despite their rough appearance they were ac- 
cepted, although as a policy Negroes were not allowed to attend. The 
newspapers of the day advertised the latest foreign fashions for all 
occasions for the fashion-conscious Victoria society. The Queen’s 
birthday, Dominion Day and the American Independence Day were 
festive occasions usually marked by holiday celebrations in the 
colonial period. 


Imported entertainment from the Unnited States and as far away 
as Europe performed at the theatres of Victoria and New Westminster, 
while circuses and lady magicians were not uncommon in Victoria. 
However, with the economic depression of the mid-1860’s, imported 
entertainment declined and more emphasis was placed on local amateur 
performers. Particularly in Victoria, social functions were diversified 
somewhat by the local ethnic groups who usually founded their own 
societies and organizations. The French Benevolent Society, the Scot- 
tish St. Andrew’s Society and the various German, Jewish, Italian and 
American societies added to the international flavor of Victoria. The 
Chinese and Indian population were less accepted in the social sphere 
of the community. While efforts were made to attract immigration to 
British Columbia, there were at the same time outcries against the 
rising Chinese immigration to the Pacific Northwest. 


The economy of the lower mainland and Vancouver Island was 
dependent upon the primary industries of coal mining at Nanaimo, 
lumbering, agriculture as well as the shipping industry which linked the 
colony to the export and import markets of the United States and aided 
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the commercial development of Victoria and New Westminster. The 
Royal Navy at Esquimalt provided a boost to the economy after 
Esquimalt became the Pacific Station in 1865. It was, however, the gold 
mining industry that directly affected the economy not only in the 
Cariboo but in the lower mainland and Vancouver Island as well. When 
gold mining was prosperous so too were the main commercial centers 
but when gold failed the population and economy of the whole region 
suffered accordingly. 
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Victoria in the 1870's. From photographs in the McLennan Collection. 
PAC 


James Bay Bridge, Victoria. From the McLennan Collection. PAC 


Government Street, Victoria, showing the Theatre Royal. 
From a photograph. PABC 


Broadsides showing entertainment of the Victoria Theatre, 
Victoria. PABC 


Early Victoria Cricket Match, Beacon Hill. From a photograph. PAC 


New Westminster versus Victoria Cricket Club, Victoria, 17 July 1865. 
From a photograph. PABC 


Vancouver Island Waltz by Horne, 1860. PABC 


Canst Thou Love Yet Coldly Fly Me. 
Music by Arthur T. Bushby. PABC 


Programme of the first performance of the French society, Les Enfants 
de Paris. Victoria Theatre, Victoria, 16 August 1861. PABC 


French Benevolent Society, Rules and Regulations, 1870. PABC 


Victoria Hook and Ladder Company, D. G. Edgar Foreman, 1 May 1862. 
From a photograph. PABC 


Victoria Pioneer Rifle Corps, Victoria, circa 1860-1864. From a photo- 
graph. PAC 


Victoria City Directory and British Columbia Guide, 1871. PABC 
Nanaimo, 1867. From a photograph. PABC 
Esquimalt, 1870's. From the Dr. W. E. Breton Collection. PAC 


Naval Club, Esquimalt. From the Brisker Collection. PAC 
Rules of the Naval Club, Esquimalt, 1867. PABC 


Flying Squadron in Esquimalt Harbour, May 1870. From a_ photo- 
graph. PAC 


Ailments, cures and advertisements of the times. From the Victoria 
Colonist, 23 July 1871. National Library 


New Westminster. From the Dr. W. E. Breton Collection. PAC 
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New Westminster, Columbia Street, before 1873. From the Frederick 
Dally Collection. PABC 


May Day Celebrations in New Westminster. From a photograph. PABC 
Saw Mill, Burrard Inlet. From the McLennan Collection. PAC 


Minute Book of the Burrard’s Inlet Mechanic’s Institute, 1868-1884. 
Vancouver Public Library 


Stern Wheel Steamer on the Fraser River. From the McLennan Col- 
lection. PAC 


Anderson, Alexander Caulfield, The Dominion of the West; A Brief 
Description of the Province of British Columbia, its Climate and 
Resources. Victoria, 1872. Government Printer, 154 pages. PAC 


Sproat, Gilbert M., British Columbia—Information for Emigrants. Lon- 
don, 1873. 96 pages. PAC 


British Columbia Immigration Board, Terms of Assistance for Emigrants, 
1871, PABG 


Emigration Map of British Columbia, 
designed by Charles Good, 1873. PAC 


Editorial regarding the use of Chinese labor on the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. Victoria Colonist 14 May 1871. National Library 
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89. New Westminster versus Victoria Cricket Club, Victoria, 17 July 1865 
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The following paintings represent the work done by several artists 
who resided in British Columbia in this period. The majority of those 
who painted were natives of England and the common traits of their 
works were the use of watercolors and their desire for detail. 


114. E. P. Bedwell. View of Nanaimo. Circa 1862. 
Water-colour. 16!/2 x 21in. PABC 


115. Artist unknown but believed to be Alexander Rattray: Esquimalt 
Harbour, Vancouver Island. Circa 1870. 
Water-colour. 20 x 20in. PABC 


116. Frederick Whymper, Camp, Cowichan Lake, Vancouver Island. 1865. 
Water-colour.13x18in. PABC 


117. Frederick Whymper, Yale on the Fraser River, B.C., 1863. Fort Yale, 
B.C. Signed in ink, F. Whymper. 
Water-colour and india ink. 6°/sx 9in. PAC 


118. W.G.R. Hind, Miners in the Leather Gap. Circa 1864. Water-colour. 
12x8in. PABC 


119. Lady Musgrave, Government House, New Westminster. Govt. House, 
New Westminster, British Columbia, Sep. 13, 1870. Water-colour. 
67/s x 9°/s in. Lady Musgrave, the second wife of Governor Anthony 
Musgrave of British Columbia, was America-born, the daughter of 
David Dudley Field of New York. PAC 


120. Lady Musgrave, View from morning room, Government House, Victoria. 
View from morning Room, Govt. House, B. Columbia-Victoria. Water- 
colour. 51/4 x 67/sin. PAC 


121. Lady Musgrave, View of Mount Baker. Washington Territory. Mt. Baker 
from Government House, Victoria, B.C. Signed and dated in ink, 
Francis Musgrave June 1871. Water-colour. 63/4 x 9%/s in. PAC 
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The Gold Road 


The settlement of the interior of British Columbia resulted from the 
quest for gold along the gold road — that region from the head of 
navigation of the Fraser River at Yale to the mines of the Cariboo 
country. Out of the many speculators who came from Canada, the 
United States and Europe, a number later remained to become per- 
manent settlers. But it was gold that initially drew them to the interior. 


Life for those seeking a fortune in gold was far from easy. The 
towns that sprung up as new discoveries developed were poorly 
planned with buildings close together, dominated by hotels and bars 
and characterized by a scarcity of goods, high prices, rowdyness and 
few women. Entertainment consisted of some imported acts, particular- 
ly in hotels, gambling, amateur theatre in the large towns as well as a 
number of libraries and reading rooms. 


The biggest obstacle faced by the miners was that of transportation 
to the interior. Governor Douglas had realized this shortly after the 
gold rush began and he initiated a road building scheme that culminated 
in the completion of the Cariboo Road in 1865. While still dangerous 
and expensive to travel, the road did give a continuous connection by 
means of steamship, pack train and stagecoach from Victoria to the 
Cariboo. By 1865 F. J. Barnard was operating an express service which 
provided passenger, mail and freight service from Victoria to Barker- 
ville and by 1871 the trip could be made in one week which the 
Victoria Colonist boasted was “the next thing to railway time and not 
far behind the electric current”. An attempt was made by Barnard in 
1871 to introduce road steamers to the Cariboo in an effort to speed up 
service. However the trackless machines suffered mechanical failure 
and due to high operating costs their service was short-lived. 


The high cost of transporting supplies to the Cariboo and the 
growing necessity to use mechanized tools in gold mining forced many 
miners out of operation. In the mid-1860’s the population of the gold 
region had fallen drastically. Many towns died overnight as gold strikes 
decreased. Barkerville was destroyed by fire in 1868, never to return 
to its former size. While gold mining was still active by the time of 
Confederation, many residing in the gold road area were engaged in 
farming and lumbering eagerly hoping that the railway would provide 
an economic stimulus to the interior. 


122. Artist unknown. Yale in Construction Days. 
Pencil. 167/s x 28!/2 in. PAC 


123. Early View of Yale, 1868. From a photograph by R. Maynard. PABC 


124. Freight Wagons at Yale, the head of navigation. 
From a photograph. PAC 
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Mule train at Yale. From a photograph. PAC 
Cariboo Road above Yale. From the McLennan Collection. PAC 


The Town of Lytton at the junction of the Fraser and Thompson Rivers, 
57 miles above Yale. From a photograph by F. Dally. PABC 


Cariboo Road. From the McLennan Collection. PAC 

Cariboo Road. From a photograph. PAC 

Cariboo Road. From a photograph. PAC 

J.R. MacKey, Lillooet, B.C. Lilloett (sic) on the Fraser River, B.C. 
Signed and dated in pen and ink, J.R. MacKey, 1862. Water-colour 
on grey paper. 10'/4 x 14'/2 in. PAC 

The 164 Mile House in the Cariboo. From a photograph. PAC 

Clinton, 1868. From a photograph by F. Dally. PABC 

Soda Creek on the Fraser River. From the McLennan Collection. PAC 


Colonel Hotel on the Cariboo Road, Soda Creek. 

From a photograph. PAC 

Quesnel circa 1860. From a photograph. PABC 

Part of Cariboo Road where wagons are on their way to the mines. 
From the McLennan Collection. PAC 

Pack Train in the Street of Barkerville cooling off after having just 
arrived from below. From a photograph by F. Dally. PABC 

Gold Mining in the Cariboo. From the McLennan Collection. PAC 
Happy Home Group, Dr. R. W.W. Carrall’s Office in the Cariboo. 
From a photograph. PAC 

The Cariboo Sentinel, the newspaper voice of the Cariboo. 

University of British Columbia, Special Collections Division. 

Hotel de France, Barkerville circa 1867-1868. 

From a photograph by F. Dally. PABC 

Theatre Royal, Barkerville. From a photograph. PABC 

The Charcoal Burner, an original play performed by the Cariboo 
Amateur Dramatic Association, 12 June 1869. PABC 

View of Barkerville before the fire of September 1868. From the 
McLennan Collection. PAC 

View of Barkerville the morning after the fire of September 1868. From 
a photograph. PABC 


Chartres Brew to the British Columbia Colonial Secretary, 22 September 
1868, regarding the destruction of Barkerville by fire. From copies of 
Colonial Office Papers. PAC 


Advertisement, “Steam to Cariboo” showing the road steamer in 
operation in 1871. From the Victoria Colonist, March 1871. 
National Library 


Christian Teaching and the Indians 


Prior to Confederation there was little evidence of a concrete policy 
to deal with the problems of the Indians in the Pacific Northwest. By a 
series of treaties, James Douglas was able to expropriate much of the 
Indian territory on Vancouver Island and declared it the property of 
the Crown. In return the Indians received land reservations for farming 
as well as financial payment. In order to avoid trouble with the Indians, 
Douglas followed a liberal policy in granting tracts of land for Indian 
reservations. While the policy of expropriation was extended to some 
parts of the mainland, administrators who followed Douglas were not 
willing to grant such large reservations and for the most part they 
tended to ignore the problems of the Indians. With Confederation, 
Indian administration became the responsibility of the Government 
of Canada. 


In the years of the fur trade prior to settlement, the Hudson’s Bay 
Company had succeeded in establishing a good relationship with the 
numerous Indian tribes on the Pacific coast. The Indians trusted the 
Company employees and were eager to barter in exchange for furs. The 
relationship of the Indians with the new inhabitants of the gold rush 
was not so successful. Whiskey traders and the indifference of the new 
settlers to Indian property rights caused a number of disturbances. But 
disease was the most devastating killer amongst the Indians and 
accounted for the rapid decline of the Indian population from approx- 
imately 75,000 in 1820 to approximately 40,000 by 1865. The smallpox 
epidemic which began in Victoria in 1862 was the most serious of many 
diseases that were previously unknown to the Indians. 


In the thirty years of settlement prior to Confederation, the most 
influential group amongst the Indians was the clergymen and mis- 
sionaries who spread Christian teaching throughout the interior and 
northern coast of British Columbia and on Vancouver Island. These 
people served many roles: they performed regular church duties in the 
towns and cities while at the same time were engaged in missionary 
work with the Indians in the surrounding areas; they were responsible 
for much of the medical and educational needs of the Indians and the 
white population; they took part in many social functions in the com- 
munity particularly the promotion of temperance societies. 


Rev. Modeste Demers was a pioneer missionary in the Pacific 
Northwest serving Vancouver Island from 1841 to 1871 and became the 
first Roman Catholic Bishop of Vancouver Island. Much of the mis- 
sionary work done by the Anglican Church was sponsored by two 
British organizations, the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts and the Church Missionary Society. The lay preacher 
William Duncan was one of the most successful missionaries working 
with the Indians. He journeyed to Port Simpson in 1858 to live with 
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the Tmimshian Indians, learning their language and customs. Assited 
by the Church Missionary Society, in 1862 he moved to Metlakatla 
which became the site of a self sufficient model Indian community 
and a tribute to his courage, determination and ability in his relations 
with the Indians. Methodist, Presbyterian and, after Confederation, 
Salvation Army missionaries also made valuable contributions in the 
task of spreading Christian teaching to the Indians. 
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Sproat, Gilbert M., Scenes and Studies of Savage Life, London, 1868. 
317 pages. Sproat’s experiences of Indian life were recorded while 
he was on Vancouver Island from 1860 to 1865. Upon his return to 
London he founded the ‘“‘London Committee for watching the Affairs 
of British Columbia’. In 1871 he became the first Agent-General for 
British Columbia in London, England. PAC 


Part of an Indian Village. From the McLennan Collection. PAC 


Mosqueen Indians encamped near the Fraser River. 
From a photograph by F. Dally. PABC 


Indian Potlach. From a photograph by F. Dally. PABC 
Indian Prayer Meeting. From the McLennan Collection. PAC 
A Bowman of the Nootka Indians. From a photograph. PAC 
Nootka Method of Spearing. From a photograph. PAC 
Indian Salmon Weir. From the McLennan Collection. PAC 


Memorandum by Joseph Trutch on charges of ill-treatment of the 
Indians of Vancouver Islands, 1870. From the appendix of the report 
by Hon. Hector Langevin, British Columbia, Ottawa, 1872, 246 pages. 
PAC 


Graves of Coast Indians. From the McLennan Collection. PAC 


Henslung, a Haida village on North Island, Queen Charlotte Islands, 
1878. From the Geological Survey of 1878 by G.M. Dawson. PAC 


Houses and carved posts, Camshewa Indian village, Queen Charlotte 
Islands, 1878. 
From the Geological Survey of 1878 by G. M. Dawson. PAC 


Church of England mission station under the charge of Rev. Collison 
at Ut-te-was, a Haida village on Massett Sound, Queen Charlotte Islands, 
1878. From the Geological Survey of 1878 by G.M. Dawson. PAC 


Houses and carved posts, Haida Tribe on Louise Island, Queen Char- 
lotte Islands, 1878. From the Geological Survey of 1878 by G.M. 
Dawson. PAC 


Skidigate Indian Village, Haida Tribe, Skidigate Inlet, 1878. From the 
Geological Survey of 1878 by G.M. Dawson. PAC 


Port Simpson Village and Church, 1878. From the Geological Survey 
of 1878 by G.M. Dawson. PAC 
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Metlakatla Church and Mission Building, 1878. From the Geological 
Survey of 1878 by G. M. Dawson. PAC 


William Duncan, lay preacher and founder of Metlakatla. From a photo- 
graph. PABC 


Questions put to the candidates for baptism, Metlakatla, 28 December 
1874. From copies of the William Duncan Papers. PAC 


First Annual Report of the Kincolith Mission Hospital on Nass Bay, 
by Robert Tomlinson, 11 September 1872. Like a number of the missions, 
Kincolith was partially supported by the Church Missionary Society 
of England. From copies of the papers of the Church Missionary Society. 
PAC 


Rev. Modeste Demers. A native of Quebec, Rev. Demers was the first 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Vancouver Island. 
From a photograph. PABC 


Roman Catholic Church and Bishop’s Palace, Humboldt Street, Victoria. 
From a photograph. PABC 


St. Ann’s Academy and Convent, Victoria, 1871. 
From a photograph. PABC 


Reflections on a visit to the interior of British Columbia, 1860, by the 
first Anglican Bishop of Columbia, Rev. George Hills. PAC 


Rev. Edward Cridge, rector of Christ Church. 
From a photograph. PABC 


Ist Christ Church Cathedral, the oldest church in Victoria, before the fire 
of 1869. From a photograph. PABC 


Petition of Victoria Cathedral Restoration Committee to Queen Victoria, 
1870, requesting financial assistance to rebuild the burnt cathedral. 
From copies of Colonial Office Papers. PAC 


St. John’s Church, Victoria, Christmas, 1870. From the Brisker Collec- 
tion. PAC 


Holy Trinity Anglican Church, New Westminster. 
From a photograph. PABC 
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Crown Colony, State of the Union, Province of Canada: 
The Decision 


The decision as to the fate of the Colony of British Columbia in 1869 
lay in one of the three possibilities — to remain a crown colony and 
suffer continued financial hardships; annexation to the United States, 
which was unpopular and without serious base; to enter Confederation 
with Canada. Within months after the death of Governor Seymour in 
June 1869 the decision had been made. The colony set the wheels in 
motion to become a province of the Dominion of Canada. There were 
a number of underlying factors why the colony suddenly decided in 
favor of Confederation. Seymour's replacement as Governor was 
Anthony Musgrave, Governor of Newfoundland. Musgrave was a 
supporter of Confederation, an able administrator and showed a good 
deal of diplomacy in dealing with British Columbia Colonial Officials. 
With the transfer of Rupert’s Land to Canada one of the biggest 
obstacles in the way of union was removed. When this was accom- 
plished, the Colonial Office issued instructions to Musgrave to bring 
pressure where needed to achieve Confederation. With the acceptance 
of the principle of Confederation by the Governor and by the Colonial 
Office, many colonial officials in British Columbia began to retract 
their anti-confederation stand. Musgrave promised the officials suitable 
positions or pensions after Confederation and with this promise their 
opposition weakened even further. The Legislative Council of British 
Columbia drew up the proposed terms of union in March 1870 and in 
June 1870 Dr. J. S. Helmcken, Dr. R. W. W. Carrall and Joseph Trutch 
proceeded to Ottawa to negotiate the terms with Canada. It was while 
travelling through the United States by railway that Helmcken became 
a confirmed supporter of Confederation. None of the three, however, 
were in favor of responsible government. The assurance that respon- 
sible government would be granted was left to Henry Seelye, a reporter 
sent to Ottawa to record the proceedings for the Victoria Colonist. The 
mission of the four men — three official and one unofficial — was a 
complete success. Not only did the three official delegates succeed in 
being assured of their demands, including the railway to the Pacific, 
but also Seelye was able to report to his following that responsible 
government would be included in the terms of union. 


178. Map of British Columbia, 1871, prepared by Joseph Trutch, Chief Com- 
missioner of Lands and Public Works. PAC 


179. Earl of Granville to Anthony Musgrave, 17 June 1869, appointing 
Musgrave Governor of British Columbia. From copies of Colonial Office 
Papers. PAC 


180. Anthony Musgrave, Governor of British Columbia, 1869-1871. From a 
photograph. PABC 
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Lady Musgrave. From a photograph. PABC 


Earl of Granville to Anthony Musgrave, 14 August 1869, with instruc- 
tions for Musgrave to push for Confederation. PABC 


Sir John Young (later Lord Lisgar), Governor General of Canada, 
1869-1872. From a photograph by W. J. Topley. PAC 


Earl of Granville to Sir John Young, 25 June 1870, transferring Rupert's 
Land to Canada in accordance with the Rupert’s Land Act of 1868. 
It was with the knowledge of this transfer in 1869 that Governor Mus- 
grave was able to proceed in stepping up negotiations for Confederation. 
From the papers of the Governor General. PAC 


Abstract of probable revenue of the colonial government of British 
Columbia for the year 1870. 
From the papers of the Governor General. PAC 


Guard of Honor at the opening of the Legislative Council, Victoria, 
1870. From a photograph, Vancouver Public Library. 


Philip Hankin, Colonial Secretary of British Columbia, 1869-1871. From 
a photograph. PABC 


Philip Hankin to the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, 11 March 1870, 
regarding the state of the colony. PABC 


The Government Gazette Extraordinary, British Columbia 1870. Debate 
on the Subject of Confederation with Canada, March 1870. PABC 


Governor Musgrave to the Earl of Carnarvon, 5 April 1870, Musgrave 
discusses the importance of the railway clause in the negotiations 
between Canada and British Columbia. From copies of Colonial Office 
Papers. PAC 


Dr. John Sebastian Helmcken and Dr. R. W. W. Carrall at Niagara Falls, 
1870. Along with Joseph Trutch, they were the negotiators for British 
Columbia’s entry into Confederation at the Ottawa talks, June-July 
1870. From a photograph. PABC 


Sir George-Etienne Cartier, Acting Prime Minister and Minister of 
Militia and Defence. Cartier headed the Canadian negotiators in the 
absence of Sir John A. Macdonald due to ill health. 

From a photograph. PAC 


Sir Francis Hincks, Minister of Finance, member of the Canadian 
delegation. From a photograph. PAC 


S.L. Tilley, Minister of Customs, member of the Canadian delegation. 
From a photograph. PAC 


Diary of Dr. John Sebastian Helmcken while in Ottawa for the nego- 
tiations, June 1870. PABC 


Joseph Trutch to his wife Julia, [6 June] 1870 regarding the reception 
of the British Columbia delegation in Ottawa. Trutch Papers, University 
of British Columbia, Special Collections Division. 


31 


197. First newspaper report of the negotiations filed by Henry Seelye. 
Seelye was sent to Ottawa by the Victoria Colonist as a lobbyist for 
responsible government, thus he became known as the ‘People’s 
Delegate” at the negotiations. From the Victoria Colonist, 30 June 
1870. National Library 


198. Governor Musgrave to Sir John Young, 27 July 1870, approving the 
generous terms of union. 
From the papers of he Governor General. PAC 


202. British Columbia Legislative Council, 1871 
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Confederation Accepted 


The acceptance of the generous terms of union offered by Sir George- 
Etienne Cartier and the Canadians was little more than a formality in 
British Columbia. In fact, in the elections of November 1870, the nine 
elected representatives of the Legislative Council returned were all 
supporters of Confederation. The elected portion of the fifteen member 
council was increased to nine from six in August of 1870 thus for the 
first time the elected representation outnumbered the appointed mem- 
bers. It was one important step towards full responsible government. 
In a rare occasion of solidarity, the Legislative Council unanimously 
accepted the terms of union and in January 1871 Musgrave petitioned 
the Queen for admittance of British Columbia into Confederation. 
Included in the terms was the provision for a fully responsible Legis- 
lative Assembly upon union ‘with Canada. The final hurdle was the 
passage of the terms in the Canadian House of Commons. Anticipating 
opposition from the Liberal Party, inspired by George Brown of the 
Globe, Macdonald asked Joseph Trutch to travel to Ottawa to add 
strength to the Government’s defence of its terms. While Macdonald 
was in the United States negotiating the Treaty of Washington, the task 
of carrying the measure through the House of Commons fell to Cartier 
who again proved to be an ally to British Columbia. After the successful 
passage of the terms of union in Ottawa, a British Order-in-Council 
formally admitted British Columbia as the sixth province of Canada. 
Shortly after union Governor Anthony Musgrave departed from Vic- 
toria. He had met the challenge that was placed before him; he had 
achieved Confederation, had appeased most of its opponents and had 
accepted responsible government despite personal doubts of its prac- 
tical use in the new province. 


199. Great Britain, Order-in-Council, 22 August 1870, enlarging the elected 
representation to nine in the fifteen member Legislative Council of 
British Columbia. From the papers of th Governor General. PAC 


200. Governor Musgrave to Sir John A. Macdonald, 24 November 1870, 
fearing the motives of those advocating responsible government. From 
the Macdonald Papers. PAC 


201. T.B. Humphreys. Humphreys was a native of England who, unlike 
many of his British-born counterparts, was an ardent supporter of 
Confederation and responsible government for British Columbia. From 
a photograph. PABC 


202. British Columbia Legislative Council, 1871. From a photograph. PABC 


203. Governor Musgrave to the Earl of Kimberley, 22 January 1871, request- 
ing the admission of British Columbia to Confederation. From copies 
of Colonial Office Papers. PAC 
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204. 


205. 


206. 


207. 


208. 


209. 


210. 


211. 
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Joseph Trutch to his wife Julia, March 1871, regarding the discussion 
of the terms of union in the Canadian House of Commons. From the 
Trutch Papers. 

University of British Columbia, Special Collections Division 


Hon. George Brown. Brown was the principal opponent of the generous 
terms of union offered to British Columbia. From a photograph. PAC 


Great Britain, Order-in-Council, 16 May 1871, admitting British Colum- 
bia to Confederation and a copy of the Address of the Canadian House 
of Senate relative to the terms of union. From the papers of the Gover- 
nor General. PAC 


Edgar Dewdney, 1873, an engineer and supporter of Confederation. 
He became a member of the Legislative Council in 1869 and later 
served as federal member of parliament and Lieutenant-Governor 
of British Columbia, 1892-1897. From a photograph by W. J. Topley. 
PAC 


S.L. Tilley to Sir John A. Macdonald, 27 April 1871, in which Tilley 
declines the offer to become the first Lieutenant-Governor of British 
Columbia under Confederation. From the Macdonald Papers. PAC 


Earl of Kimberley to Lord Lisgar, 3 June 1871, settling the contentious 
issue of pensions and positions for the British Columbia colonial 
officials after the admittance of the colony to Canada. From the papers 
of the Governor General. PAC 


Sandford Fleming to Governor Musgrave, 24 June 1871, informing him 
of Fleming’s appointment as Engineer-in-Chief of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. This was the first concrete sign to British Columbia that the 
Canadian Government was beginning to act on its promise to extend 
the railway to the Pacific. PABC 


Governor Musgrave to the Earl of Kimberley, 12 July 1871. In one of his 
last despatches as Governor, Musgrave declares 20 July 1871 a public 
holiday. From copies of Colonial Office Papers. PAC 
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Canadian Pacific Railway, 
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Sandford Fleming to Governor Musgrave, 24 June 1871, informing him of 
Fleming's appointment as Engineer-in-Chief of the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
one of the first signs of the beginning of the Canadian Pacific Railway. 
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The Province of British Columbia 


The official entry of British Columbia into the Canadian Confederation 
on 20 July 1871 was marked by speechmaking, celebrations and a public 
holiday. While some were apprehensive regarding union with Canada, 
most British Columbians looked optimistically ahead as a new era 
dawned on the Pacific. The railway was looked upon as the future of 
the young province; it would provide revenue, employment, a market 
for its exports and be the vital transportation link for prospective 
settlers from the east. 


The task of setting the machinery of government into motion was 
placed in the hands of Joseph Trutch who became the first Lieutenant- 
Governor of the province. Of all those active in the Confederation 
movement, it was felt that Trutch’s appointment would be most accept- 
able to the people of British Columbia. After the provincial election in 
late 1871, Trutch called upon John McCreight, a Victoria lawyer, to 
form the first Government from the totally responsible twenty-five seat 
Legislative Assembly. Several months later the transition from colonial 
status to a province of Canada was completed as the province's six 
newly elected members of parliament and its three recently appointed 
senators journeyed to Ottawa to be welcomed by Prime Minister Sir 
John A. Macdonald and to take their place in the Dominion Parliament. 


212. Joseph Trutch. Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia, 1871-1876. 
From a photograph by W. J. Topley. PAC 


213. Lady Trutch. From a photograph. PABC 


214, Commission appointing Joseph Trutch Lieutenant-Governor of British 
Columbia, 5 July 1871. PABC 


215. Canada, Order-in-Council, 13 July 1871, fixing Trutch’s salary at $8,000 
per year. From the records of the Privy Council. PAC 


216. Speech by Josiah C. Hughes of Moodyville, 20 July 1871, in favor of 
Confederation. PABC 


217. Editorials supporting Confederation. From the Victoria Colonist 19, 
21 July 1871. National Library 


218. Edward Graham Alston to H.P.P. Crease, 19 July 1871, stating his 
disapproval of Confederation. PABC 


219. Commission appointing Matthew Baillie Begbie and H. P. P. Crease as 
the administrators of the oaths of office in British Columbia, 5 July 
1371.0 (PARC 


220. Telegram from Lieutenant-Governor Trutch to Sir John A. Macdonald, 
17 August 1871, requesting $100,000 to cover outstanding debts in the 
province. From the Macdonald Papers. PAC 
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221. Dr. John Sebastian Helmcken to Sir John A. Macdonald, 23 August 
1871, declining to re-enter politics. Helmcken later refused offers of a 
senate seat from both Trutch and Macdonald. 

From the Macdonald Papers. PAC 


222. Hon. John McCreight, first Premier of the Province of British Columbia, 
1871-1872. From a photograph. PABC 


223. Sir James Douglas to Lady Douglas, 16 November 1871 commenting 
on McCreight’s new cabinet. PABC 


The following three cartoons represent the political situation in 
British Columbia at Confederation. The cartoons ‘‘Before the Race’ and 
‘After the Race” show the contest of some of the main British Colum- 
bian political figures to represent the new province in Ottawa. The 
third cartoon shows John Robson, with the assistance of David Higgins, 
trying in vain to persuade Premier McCreight to include Robson in 
the Executive Council. 


224. Artist unknown, Before the Race. Water-colour.6x12in. PABC 
225. Artist unknown, After the Race. Water-colour. 7!/2 x 12!/2 in. PABC 


226. George A. Walkem and James Robson; John Robson and David Higgins 
attempting to influence Hon. John McCreight. November 1871. Water- 
colour. 8'/2 x 61/2 in. PABC 


227. First Legislative Assembly of British Columbia after Confederation, 
1872. From a photograph. University of British Columbia, 
Special Collections Division. 


228. British Columbia’s First Members of Parliament and Senators meet 
Sir John A. Macdonald in Ottawa, 1872. 
From the Canadian IJlustrated News, May 1872. 
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